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MORNING EXAM

I. ANSWER EITHER A OR B.

A. The“SecondDemographicTransition”is a termthat is sometimesusedto describethede-
clineof theNRRin developednationsto below replacementlevels,aswell asto theconstel-
lationof family changesthathaveaccompaniedit. UsingtheUnitedStatesasanexample,(i)
describerecentseculartrendsin fertility; (ii) discussotherdemographicandsocialchanges
thatarerelatedto thesetrends;and(iii) speculateaboutpossiblefuture implicationsof the
seconddemographictransition,includingimplicationsfor policy.

B. Despitethe obviousconnectionbetweensexual intercourseandfertility, somecritics have
arguedthatdemographerslargelyignoresex, bothin theirtheoreticalandempiricalresearch.
Discusstheextentto whichthiscriticismis avalid oneandassesstheextentto whichgreater
attentionto issuesrelatedto sexual behavior andsexuality would improve demographicre-
searchon fertility.

II. ANSWER EITHER A OR B.

A. Whatarethe factorsexplainingmortality declinein less-developedcountries?In your an-
swer, (i) discusscausalpathwaysthroughwhicheachfactorcanleadto lowermortality, (ii)
provide evidenceillustrating the relative importanceof variousfactors,and(iii) give rec-
ommendationsfor policy-makers in less-developedcountrieswho wish to achieve further
reductionsin mortality.

B. Summarizecontroversiesconcerningthe so-called“compressionof morbidity,” according
to which individualsin developedsocietiesexperiencebothlongerlife spansanda concen-
trationof poorhealthinto thelast few yearsof life. Review alternative perspectiveson this
issueandavailableempiricalevidence.

III. ANSWER EITHER A OR B.

A. Decennialcensusesareanimportantsourceof datafor demographersstudyinginternalmi-
grationandurbanization/suburbanizationin the United States. Describeinformationcol-
lectedin thedecennialcensusandcodedby theCensusBureauthatisusefultodemographers
interestedin migrationandspatialredistribution. Identify somemajor researchfindingsto
emerge from secondaryanalysesof datafrom therecentcensuses.In your answer, besure
to payattentionto thewaysin whichgeographicunitsaredefined.

B. Controllingimmigrationflowshasemergedasamajorpolitical issuein many industrialized
countries.Usingmigrationtheory, discussandevaluatevariouspolicy optionsthatgovern-
mentscoulduseto controlimmigrationflows.
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IV. ANSWER EITHER A OR B.

A. The original Brassmethodfor estimatinginfant/childmortality consistsof taking a repre-
sentativesampleof womenaged15–50andaskingthemaboutthenumberof childrenever
bornandthenumberof childrensurviving. An alternative is to askwomenabouttheir com-
pletebirth histories(dateof birth anddateof death,if applicable,for eachchild ever born).
Describethelogic behindeachof thesemethods,anddiscusstheadvantagesandsourcesof
errorsinvolved.Are therereasonsfor preferringoneor theother?

B. Consideraclosedpopulationcomposedof two subgroups.Denotethesizeof thetwo groups
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1. Providea demographicinterpretationof theparameters�
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2. Identify circumstances(e.g.,valuesof theparameters�
	��
	���	 and
�
) in which thepop-

ulationdynamicsfor thetwo groupsaremorecomplex thanfor asinglehomogeneous
population.Explainthis complexity in termsof bothshort-andlong-termpopulation
dynamics.

3. Identify a substantive problemfor which sucha model might be applied. Explain
how this modelmight yield differentanswersfor your problemthanmoretraditional
models.
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V. ANSWER EITHER A OR B.

A. With thepopulationsof mostindustrializedcountriesagingrapidly, thereis agrowing inter-
estin projectingthehealthandeconomicwell-beingin later life of largecohortscurrently
approachingold age. While simpleextrapolationfrom theexperiencesof pastandcurrent
cohortsof elderly canprovide someinformation,large compositionaldifferencesbetween
currentandfuturecohortsof elderlymaylimit thevalueof naiveprojections.

1. Discussimportantchangesin thecharacteristicsof futurecohortsof elderly (relative
to currentandpastcohorts). It maybehelpful to limit your focusto oneor perhaps
two specificcountries.

2. Discussthe potential implicationsof thesecompositionalchangesfor the later-life
economicwell-beingandhealthof futurecohortsof elderly.

B. Two groupsdemonstratea “cross-over” in mortality rates,suchthat Group A haslower
deathsratesthangroupB below aparticularage,but higherdeathratesabove thatage.One
analystattributesthis cross-over to “unobservedheterogeneity.” Discussa simpleexample
thatwould illustratehow unobservedheterogeneitycangiveriseto suchcross-overs.

VI. ANSWER EITHER A OR B.

A. Thecurrentadministration’spolicy focusonthepromotionof marriagehasbeenthesubject
of muchdiscussion.First, describethe changesin nuptiality that areat the centerof this
policy discussion.Second,discussthepolicy implicationsof recent(i.e.,duringpast20–30
years)changesin nuptiality. Thatis,why arepolicymakersconcernedaboutcurrentpatterns
of nuptiality in this country? What are seenas the potentialbenefitsof policy efforts to
influencenuptiality?

B. Critically review availabletheoryandempiricalevidenceon whetherandhow public assis-
tance(e.g.,welfare)in theUnitedStatesorsomeothercountryaffectsdemographicbehavior.


